376          DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES     [JUNES

The President sent for me this evening. The House of
Representatives has appointed a committee to attend the
funeral of Mr. Buchanan to-morrow at Wheatland, and he
raised the question whether some of the members of the
Administration should not also pay respect to the departed
statesman. The suggestion did not strike me with favor,
and I expect I showed my feelings in my looks. I asked
him if h6 proposed going. He said that was one of the
questions. He had thought that Mr. Seward and myself
might do well, perhaps, to consider the subject. [He said]
that Mr. Kennedy had spoken to him respecting Hand
gone to my house and also to Mr. Seward's, but that we
were both out, taking our evening rides. I remarked that
if Mr. K. called again I would be able to give him an
answer.

He has not, at this time, past 10 P.M., called, so I trust
the subject has been dropped. I should, under the circum-
stances, have been compelled to decline and to advise him
also to decline. There has been nothing personal or polit-
ical in the course of Mr. Buchanan which requires extraor-
dinary services from either of us on this occasion. All
proper honors to a Chief Magistrate, living or dead, should
be rendered, and these have been ordered. There have
been Presidents whose obsequies I would have gone far-
ther than Lancaster to have attended, but there is, on my
part, no heartfelt grief nor reverence for James Buchanan
which calls for this effort; his feeble and erring Adminis-
tration was calamitous to the country.

June 4, Thursday. The House manifested little feeling
and intended slight and disparagement in regard to Mr.
Buchanan, but finally appointed a committee to attend
his funeral at 2 P.M. this day; but the House refused to
adjourn "over, as is done for every worthless fellow of their
own booty who dies here or far away. The Senate ad-
journed, but, I-believe, appointed no committee. The de-
ceased had no strong hold on the affections of his country-